
NOTRE DAME ACADEMY
SAFETY PLAN FOR AUGUST/SEPTEMBER 2021

Learning Model

All students will learn in-person, on-campus, each day. Students who are absent for any reason
(illness, quarantine, lab-confirmed case of COVID, etc.) will follow normal procedures i.e.
communicate with the teacher(s) to understand how their child can best make up work while
absent. NDA will not be offering a distance learning option for students.

Masks

Wearing a mask will be required for all students K-8 and adults for the months of August and
September regardless of vaccination status. Masks will not be worn while eating or outside.
Classes will be encouraged to spend time outdoors while the weather is still beautiful.

Masks on Buses

All individuals are required by an Order from the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention
(CDC) to wear face coverings while in public transportation hubs and on all public transportation
conveyances (airplanes, public buses, etc.), including school buses, both public and private.
This means that any student riding on any bus will be required to wear a mask while on the bus.

Isolation

Any student who tests positive for COVID will isolate according to MDH guidelines, and we will
report cases to MDH per state law. If your student has a lab-confirmed case of COVID, they may
not return to school or school-sponsored activities until the following are met:

● It has been at least 10 days since they first felt sick or tested positive for
COVID-19

● They have had no fever for at least 24 hours, without using fever-reducing medication
Families will be notified when an NDA student has a lab-confirmed case of COVID.

Quarantine

Close contacts of COVID-19 cases:  To identify close contacts, schools should gather and
review the participant’s or staff member’s activity during the time they were infectious at the
facility. This review should look back two days prior to the date symptoms started, or two days
prior to the date of the positive test if there are no symptoms. Close contacts include anyone
who was within 6 feet of an infected person for a cumulative total of 15 minutes or more over a
24-hour period.

Exception for K-12 indoor classroom settings only: In the K–12 indoor classroom setting, the
close contact definition excludes students who were within 3 to 6 feet of an infected
student (laboratory-confirmed or a clinically compatible illness) where:

both students were correctly wearing well-fitting masks; and
other K–12 school prevention strategies (e.g., ventilation, cleaning and disinfection,

respiratory etiquette and hygiene) were in place in the K–12 school setting.



This exception does not apply to teachers, staff, or other adults in the indoor classroom
setting.  Unvaccinated participants and staff who recently had close contact with a person with
COVID-19 should stay home (quarantine) from the program and all other activities until they
meet criteria to return.

Fully vaccinated people and those who have had COVID-19 within the past 90-days are not
recommended to quarantine, in most situations.  A 14-day quarantine is the safest
recommendation for people who have been exposed to COVID-19. NDA will allow a shortened
quarantine period of seven days with a negative test (3-5 days after exposure) or 10 days.

Close contacts of a family member: If exposure to the person who has COVID continues, the
close contact must be quarantined for 10 days plus another 7 days (with a negative test) or 10
days. If exposure to the person with COVID discontinues, then the close contact must
quarantine for either 7 days with a negative test or 10 days.

Stay Home When Sick

Last year, families cooperated in keeping their students home when sick. This will continue to be
the expectation this year in order to keep our community safe. Parents will be expected to do a
health check of their children each morning before sending them to school. Students must stay
home if any of the following symptoms are present:

● Temperature over 100.0 degrees
● Vomiting
● Excessive coughing
● Chills
● Severe headache
● Sore throat
● Severe muscle pain
● Loss of taste or smell
● Shortness of breath

Ventilation

This year we will continue increased airflow that circulates fresh air into the classrooms. The
HVAC was upgraded last year with an ionization system and the classrooms not connected to
the HVAC system have portable air ionization systems.

Cleaning and Hygiene

We will continue cleaning and sanitizing spaces each day. Students will continue to be
instructed on the importance of regularly washing hands and teachers will provide opportunities
for students to wash hands throughout the day. Hand sanitizer is available throughout the
building.

Lunches

We will have additional lunch sessions to social distance our students during lunch. This year
preschool students will again eat in their classrooms to allow for these extra lunch sessions.



Visitors

Only essential visitors and vendors will be allowed inside the academic spaces at this time.
Recess and lunch volunteers will be the exception.

Extracurriculars

We are currently planning for all extracurricular activities and athletics to resume.

School Mass

All students will attend Mass together. We will start the school year with Masses on
Wednesdays at 2:40pm without guests. Our first school Mass will be held outdoors.

Social Distancing

We will social distance 3-6 feet as much as possible while still maintaining optimal opportunities
for learning.

We will share more information in a timely manner as updates occur. Thank you for your support
in helping our students learn and grow in a safe and healthy environment.


