




5>ɏ 9L I9KM H? MA> >9KER 

<ABE=AHH= <HFFNGBMRɏ L>>D 

MH LNIIHKM I9K>GML 9G= 

<ABE=K>G MAKHN@A 9 <K>9MBO> 

>GOBKHGF>GM MA9M IKHFHM>L 

9G= M>9<A>L ̍AKBLMB9G 

O9EN>Lɏ AHGHKL =BO>KLBMR 9G= 

?HLM>KL ?>EEHPLABI PBMABG 

MA> @K>9M>K <HFFNGBMRɎ

)̗!̍ ;>EB>O>L MA9M <ABE=K>G E>9KG ;>LM PA>G MA>R 9K> 

9EEHP>= MH >QI>KB>G<> MA> PHKE= 9KHNG= MA>FɎ 

̍ABE=K>G E>9KG MAKHN@A əA9G=LɣHGɚ >QIEHK9MBHG BG HNK 

?9BMAɣ;9L>= >GOBKHGF>GM =>LB@G>= MH F>>M MA>BK 

BG=BOB=N9E G>>=L 9G= E>9KGBG@ LMRE>LɎ 

5> ;>EB>O> MA9M MA> I9K>GM BL MA> ?BKLM 9G= FHLM 

BFIHKM9GM M>9<A>K 9G= P> L>KO> 9L 9 K>LHNK<> 

?HK MA>F HG MA>BK I9K>GMBG@ CHNKG>RɎ 

̍ABE=K>G 9M )̗!̍ 9K> BFF>KL>= BGMH MA> P>>DER 

əLIBKBMN9E >FIA9LBLɚ MAKHN@A 9 O9KB>MR H? =9BER 

9<MBOBMB>LɎ 2A> <NKKB<NENF BG<EN=>L =9BER 

IK9R>Kɏ ̀B;E> E>LLHGLɏ FHGMAER 5HKLABIɏ 9G= MA> 

FH=>EBG@ H? ̍AKBLMB9G O9EN>L ;R MA> M>9<A>KLɎ

3

Osp

Osp

 MISSION

 PHILOSOPHY

Gpmugle!gl!Gmb'q!Lmtc



Age Journeys
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We offer :
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Explorer’s Program
Explorers,24-35 Months

School-year and Summer
programs
 Part and Full-time schedules,
with full and half-day options
available
Licensed to diaper-change

Toddlers learn through play and hands-on activities to develop
the cognitive, emotional, social, and physical skills that are
important building-blocks for future learning success. Our
toddler lead teachers have degrees in child development,
education, or family studies.
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BEFORE AND AFTER-SCHOOL
PLUS NON-SCHOOL DAYS

The Extended Care Program 

(EAP) is a before-and-after-school program that provides a
warm and relaxed environment where children play with
friends and continue to learn while having fun.

Ppmep_kEXTENDED CARE
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FEELING LOVED

VALUED AS A CHILD OF GOD

SOCIAL-EMOTIONAL LEARNING

ACADEMIC GROWTH 
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We use these nine learning areas in our classrooms to optimize 
children’s developmental learning objectives.

NINE Eltgpmlkclrq

ART/MUSIC

COGNITIVE

LITERACY/LANGUAGE
Before a child learns to read

and write, the path to literacy
has already begun. Playing with

books, scribbling on paper,
tracing letters on an e-tablet are 

SPIRITUAL
Young children have a natural

sense of awe, wonder and mystery.
During these early years, we have

the opportunity to unwrap a child’s
spirituality and develop their

connection to God.

FINE MOTOR

SOCIAL STUDIES

LARGE MOTOR

STEAM LEARNING

SOCIAL/EMOTIONAL
Children are best able to learn
when they are comfortable in

an environment where they feel
loved and secure. The world is a

complicated social puzzle!

Children who are engaged
with and learn to appreciate

music and the arts are able to
demonstrate what they know.
This allows them to expand 

their creative thinking.

Young children are curious
about the world and are able
to acquire, organize and use
information in increasingly 

complex ways.

all steps of emergent literacy.

Social studies is the study of 
people and the ways they 

relate to others. The focus of
social studies for infants and 

toddlers focus on self
development within.

Fine motor control involves 
the coordinated movement of 
small muscles in the hands and 
fingers. Strong fine motor skills 
are essential as we approach
many self-help and life tasks.

Large motor skills involve
movement of the large muscles in

arms, legs, and core body.
Activities include walking,
running, skipping, jumping,
throwing, climbing, biking, 

balancing, dancing and more.

Science-Technology-
Engineering-Art-Math:

Experiences in these areas
help children develop many

skills while engaging 
their natural curiosity.
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FAMILY
NIGHTS AND
COMMUNITY
EVENTS

OFF-SITE AND
IN-HOUSE FIELDTRIPS

SPRING
GRADUATION 

ANNUAL SPRING
CIRCUS EVENT

GRANDPARENTS, PARENTS &
FRIENDS JOIN IN "THE
FESTIVAL OF FAMILY & FRIENDS"

CHRISTMAS CONCERTS

COMMUNITY
OUTREACH & SERVICE
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	Welcome to Notre Dame Academy Catholic School’s Discovery Center. We are so glad you are considering us as a partner in nurturing and caring for your child. At NDA, we create a culture that offers the opportunity for each child to grow spiritually and academically. In our Discovery Center, we offer a child-focused environment that sparks the curiosity and imagination through play, inquiry, and discovery. Through this hands-on approach, each child is encouraged to discover their unique, God-given gifts. As you read on, you will discovery more about how we support your child and family in our early education program.
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	STRONG CURRICULUM
	The Creative Curriculum© model is the basis of the Discovery Center lessons and classroom design, centered around nine environments and activity centers.
	The Discovery Center Program Curriculum Directors oversee the Lead Teachers at monthly curriculum planning meetings, ensuring that all activities and learning experiences relate back to one of the 38 learning objectives within the Creative Curriculum.

	STUDENT ASSESSMENT PLAN
	Incorporating learning assessments are continually tracked through teacher observation notes, the skills checklist, work-sample portfolios and the Developmental Continuum student packet.
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	LADC is also 4 Star Parent Aware rated; the highest quality rating possible in Minnesota.
	Lake Area Discovery Center is a non-profit early
	childhood experience for children ages 6 weeks to five
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